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(Editor's note: Besides the 7:30p.m. public lecture on Oct. 24, Elie Wiesel will meet at 3 p.m.
with a group of UD students and faculty to discuss human rights issues.)
ELIE WIESEL, NOBEL PEACE LAUREATE, NAMED FIRST SCHOLAR IN
UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON'S LECTURESHIP IN JUDAIC STUDIES
DAYTON, Ohio- Elie Wiesel, Nobel Peace Prize winner, human rights activist and
holocaust survivor, will visit the University of Dayton as the first scholar in the inaugural Max
and Darlene Gutmann Lectureship in Judaic Studies.
Wiesel's lecture, "Building a Moral Society," will be held at 7:30p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 24, in the Kennedy Union ballroom on campus. The event is free and open to the public.
For more information, call (937) 229-2223.
"Elie Wiesel is such a multi-faceted individual, a brilliant scholar who has suffered
tremendously in his life," said Max Gutmann, former University of Dayton trustee who donated
$100,000 to create the lectureship. "But he has turned that pain into useful dialogue, not just for
his people but also for world leaders and the world community."
Gutmann said he wanted to be part of the Judaic lectureship- which will be overseen
by UD's College of Arts and Sciences- because it will help promote Jewish-Christian dialogue
both on campus and in the Dayton community.
"I hope it helps people, particularly students, gain a better appreciation of the values
and moral and ethical beliefs of my people," said Gutmann, former CEO of Elder Beerman.
"Particularly, I hope it reaches those young people who have not had a great deal of contact
with Jewish people, and who may be laboring under misperceptions about the Jewish faith."
Each year a recognized Jewish scholar will be invited to campus to lead the lectureship,
Gutmann said. "We'll seek scholars who will provide us with insight into the Jewish faith,
history, culture and how it relates to contemporary issues."
This will be Wiesel's second time to campus in eight years. In 1993 he spoke during the
dedication of the Jesse Philips Humanities Center and received an honorary degree.
Wiesel, an internationally recognized scholar and author of more than 40 books, was 15
when he and his family were deported by the Nazis to Auschwitz. His mother and younger
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sister perished while his two older sisters survived. He and his father were later transported to
Buchenwald, where his father died shortly before the camp was liberated in April 1945.
Years after the war, Wiesel wrote about his experiences in the death camps. The result
was his internationally acclaimed memoir Night, which has been translated into more than 30
languages.
For his literary and human rights activities, Wiesel has received numerous awards,
including the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the U.S. Congressional Gold Medal and the Medal
of Liberty award. In 1986 he won the Nobel Prize for Peace.
A devoted supporter of Israel, Wiesel also has defended the cause of Soviet Jews,
Nicaragua's Miskito Indians, Argentina's Desaparecidos, Cambodian refugees, the Kurds,
victims of famine in Africa, victims of apartheid in South African and victims of war in the
former Yugoslavia.
"This event supports the University's philosophy that students develop a deeper
understanding of their own religious nature through the study of various faith traditions," said
Paul Morman, dean of the College of Arts and Sciences.
Morman said this event is in keeping with UD's spiritual foundations.
"An integral part of the Marianist approach is to engage in ecumenical dialogue, to be
inclusive- not exclusive."
- 30For media interviews, contact Max Gutmann at (937) 294-3259, and Paul Morman at
937-229-2611 or via e-mail at paul.morman@notes.udayton.edu. For more information on Elie
Wiesel and his work, visit his Web site at http:/ /www.eliewieselfoundation.org.

